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Changes in __________________________________________

Continuities in ___________________________________
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Rationale:
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________

Historical 
Event (write 

the topic 
focus for this 

DBQ):

Primary 
Cause/ 

Reason:

Secondary 
Causes/Reasons: Directions: Label each 

cause. If possible, rank the 
secondary causes in order of 
importance (most important 
on top). Be sure to explain 
why you believe the primary 
cause is the most important.
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Historical Thinking Skill: Causation  
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Rationale:
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________

Historical 
Topic (write 

the topic 
focus for this 

DBQ):

Primary 
Effect:

Secondary 
Effects:

Directions: Label each 
effect. If possible, rank the 
secondary effects in order of 
importance (most important 
on top). Be sure to explain 
why you believe the primary 
effect is the most important.

Historical Causation
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Historical Thinking Skill: Comparison 

DBQ Historical Thinking Skill Graphic 
Organizer: Comparison

Directions: First, write two topics to be compared in this DBQ below. Then identify 
three ways that these topics are similar. Next, identify three ways in which they differ. 
In the middle of the differences table, identify how they are different from each other.

Similarities

1 2 3

Different in regards to...

The 
Government’s 

role
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Historical Thinking Skill: Contextualization 

Historical Text/ 
Event/ Person

Historical Context
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Who was 
affected?

DBQ Topic

To establish historical 
significance is to show 
that a historical event is 
worth remembering.

Quantity: How 
many people 

were affected?

Profundity: 
How deeply were 

people’s lives 
affected?

Durability: For 
how long were 

people affected?

Relevance: How 
is this still 

relevant today?

In a nutshell: ___________________ is historically significant because: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

DBQ Historical Thinking Skill Graphic Organizer: 
Contextualization and Historical Significance

Historical Thinking Skill: Historical Significance

What are 3 examples of 
historical context that 

further demonstrate this 
topic’s historical 

significance?

1. _

2. _

3. _
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