
Historical Thinking Skill: Causation

Document Analysis:
Land Dispossession

Source: Justin Farrell, Paul Berne Burow, Kathryn McConnell, Jude Bayham, Kyle Whyte, 
Gal Koss, “Effects of land dispossession and forced migration on Indigenous peoples in 
North America,” Science, October 29, 2021.

As a result of land 
dispossession and forced 
migration, Indigenous 
peoples now face 
increased climate 
vulnerability, diminished 
economic value of their 
lands, and for some tribes, 
restrictive federal land 
management regimes… 
Science can never quantify 
the depth of social and 
cultural trauma, economic 
deprivation, and political 
marginalization of losing 
entire land bases and 
ecosystems. But the 
results here contribute 
fundamental knowledge 
about the factors that 
produced current 
inequities and future risks 
and should be especially 
useful for creating policies 
for restitution.



THINKS Document Analysis 

T (Topic)
 

H (Historical Context)

1. When was this document 
created and/or circulated? Who 
wrote it?

2. What events is it describing 
and analyzing?

I (Intended Audience) 

1. Who was the intended audience 
of this document?

2. Whose voice or perspective is 
not shared in this document?

N (New Vocabulary)

1. What words are new to you or 
need to be defined?

K (Key Purpose)

1. How would you describe the creator’s perspective, or point of view?

2. Taking into account the creator’s perspective, why do you think this 
document was created? In other words, what is its purpose?

S (Significance)

1. List two things or ideas that make this document historically significant. 

2. Pick one detail from the pictures that demonstrates their historical significance. Explain your reasoning.

Political 

Economic 

Social 

Religious

Other
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Rationale:
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________

Historical 
Event (write 

the topic 
focus for this 

DBQ):

American 
Indians lost 

their historical 
land as a result 

of settler 
colonial 
policies.

Primary 
Effect:

Secondary 
Effects:

Directions: Label each 
effect. If possible, rank the 
secondary effects in order of 
importance (most important 
on top). Be sure to explain 
why you believe the primary 
effect is the most important.
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