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Definition 

an object made by humans that provides 
information about the culture and people 

of the past

Quote

“Artifacts are alive. Each has a voice. They remind us 
what it means to be human—that it is our nature to 
survive, to create works of beauty, to be 
resourceful, to be attentive to the world we live in.ˮ

Terry Tempest Williams, Refuge: An Unnatural 
History of Family and Place, 1991.

Illustration Question

Artifact
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



Using the regional names from the map, predict 
which area of North America the artifact 

originated from. 

What features, environmental characteristics, and 
background knowledge aided in your prediction?

Seat shaped as a turtle dated between 12001500



Definition 

a method of human communication in 
which knowledge and cultural material 
are received, preserved, and passed 

verbally from one generation to the next

Quote
“... all the North American Indians developed their 
cultures without writing. In an oral culture (a life in 
which nothing is written — today almost impossible 
to imagine) storytelling is enormously important and 
serves many complex and subtle but always 
practical functions.ˮ

Karl Kroeber, Native American Storytelling: 
A Reader of Myths and Legends, 2004.

Illustration Question

Oral History
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



NOTICE
What do you see that seems 
interesting or important?

WONDER
What questions do you have about 
this image?

THINK
What do you suppose is going on 
this image?

Source: Joseph Bruchac, Stone Giants & Flying 
Heads: Adventure Stories of the Iroquois, 1979.



Definition 

Inhabiting and existing in a land from
the earliest times

Question

●

●

●

Examples Use in a Sentence

Indigenous
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



NOTICE
What do you see that seems 
interesting or important?

WONDER
What questions do you have about 
this image?

THINK
What do you suppose is going on 
this image?

Source: Map by National Geographic



Definition 

a group of individuals who share the 
same spatial or social territory and are 

often engaged in interactions and 
subjected to a common authority and 

cultural expectations

Question

●

●

●

Examples Illustration

Society
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



AZ Guide
In the boxes, write words relating to or describing the topic listed below. Put the word in the box with the first letter 

of the word. Try to use as many letters as you can!

Topic: Society

A B C

D E F

G H I

J K L

M N O

P Q R

S T U

V W X

Y Z



Definition 

a group or system of interconnected 
people or things

Quote
“Around two thousand years ago, Hopewell jumped 
into prominence from its bases in the Midwest, 
establishing a trade network that covered most of 
America… Shell beads from Florida, obsidian from 
the Rocky Mountains, and mica from Tennessee 
found their way to the Northeast.ˮ

Charles Mann, 1491 New Revelations of the 
Americas Before Columbus, 2005.

●

●

●

Examples Illustration

Network
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



Anticipatory Guide
In the “Before Lessonˮ column, write an “Aˮ if you agree or a “Dˮ if you disagree with the statement in the 

row. Then, using the “After Lessonˮ Column, reevaluate the statement and write an “Aˮ or a “Dˮ with an 
explanation to reflect your informed opinion.

Before Lesson Statement After Lesson

Indigenous peoples did not use any forms of 
currency or mediums of exchange.

The Inka Road of South America was 
significantly longer than Silk Road of Eurasia.

Cultural exchange between Indigenous 
societies were limited because each society 
developed in isolation.

The horse played an important role in trade 
networks before European colonization of the 
Americas.

Cities, like Cahokia, served as urban hubs for 
trade and cultural exchange.

The Mississippi River was a central route used 
for trade by Indigenous societies.



Definition 

the action of speaking or acting on 
behalf of another; the description or 

portrayal of another

Question

●

●

●

Examples Illustration

Representation
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



Quote Reflection: Answer the following questions.
1. What do you think is the meaning of this quote by Katie Couric?

2. How do you think idea applies to history and the study of the past?

“The media can be an instrument of change: it can 
maintain the status quo and reflect the views of the 

society or it can, hopefully, awaken people and change 
minds. I think it depends on whoʼs piloting the plane.ˮ  

- Katie Couric, an American Journalist, quoted in Miss Representation, a documentary that 
examples the contributions of underrepresented powerful women.



Definition 

a widely held, often oversimplified image 
or idea about a person, group, or thing

Question

●

●

●

Examples Use in a Sentence

Stereotype
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



Source: Pink is for Boys Book Cover, Written by 
Robb Pearlman, Illustrated by Eda Kaban

Quickwrite: In 35 sentences, answer 
the following prompt.

Describe a time when you 
encountered a stereotype. How did it 

make you feel? 



Definition 

the act of teaching someone in a way 
that is incorrect or harmful

Question

●

●

●

Examples Illustration

Miseducation
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



NOTICE
What do you see that 
seems interesting or 
important?

WONDER
What questions do you 
have about this image?

THINK
What do you suppose is 
going on this image?

Source: Cooperative Childrenʼs Book Center, 2024



Definition 

an object made by humans that provides 
information about the culture and people 

of the past

Quote

“Artifacts are alive. Each has a voice. They remind us 
what it means to be human—that it is our nature to 
survive, to create works of beauty, to be 
resourceful, to be attentive to the world we live in.ˮ

Terry Tempest Williams, Refuge: An Unnatural 
History of Family and Place, 1991.

Illustration

How do historians decide which 
artifacts are important enough to be 
included at museums?

Question

Artifact
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



Using the regional names from the map, predict 
which area of North America the artifact 

originated from. 

What features, environmental characteristics, 
and background knowledge aided in your 

prediction?

Seat shaped as a turtle dated between 12001500

I think this artifact came from the Southeast. I 
know that turtles exist in warm weather and need 
to be near water. When I was in Florida, I saw 
turtles when we visited the Everglades. I think 
Indigenous peoples would have made this seat to 
look like the turtles they lived close to.



Definition 

a method of human communication in 
which knowledge and cultural material 
are received, preserved, and passed 

verbally from one generation to the next

Quote
“... all the North American Indians developed their 
cultures without writing. In an oral culture (a life in 
which nothing is written — today almost impossible 
to imagine) storytelling is enormously important and 
serves many complex and subtle but always 
practical functions.ˮ

Karl Kroeber, Native American Storytelling: 
A Reader of Myths and Legends, 2004.

Illustration

How do historians find people to share 
these stories, especially if they 
happened a long time ago?

Question

Oral History
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



NOTICE
What do you see that seems 
interesting or important?
The woman and turtle are the 
biggest part of the image so they 
are probably the most important.
WONDER
What questions do you have about 
this image?
Why is she standing on the turtle? 
THINK
What do you suppose is going on 
this image?
The woman is in charge of taking 
care of the animals.

Source: Joseph Bruchac, Stone Giants & Flying 
Heads: Adventure Stories of the Iroquois, 1979.



Definition 

Inhabiting and existing in a land from
the earliest times

Question

Why donʼt we know more about 
Indigenous peoples?

● Native

● Old

● First

Examples

Schools are incorporating more lessons 
on Indigenous history into the Social 
Studies classes.

Use in a Sentence

Indigenous
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



NOTICE
What do you see that seems 
interesting or important?
There are several arrows showing 
routes going over North America.
WONDER
What questions do you have about this 
image?
If the routes are from so long ago, 
how do people know this happened?
THINK
What do you suppose is going on this 
image?
I think this is showing the routes that 
people took to settle in North 
America.

Source: Map by National Geographic



Definition 

a group of individuals who share the 
same spatial or social territory and are 

often engaged in interactions and 
subjected to a common authority and 

cultural expectations

Question

What factors influence the formation 
and boundaries of a society?

● Consumer 

● Hunter-Gatherer

● People in a city or town

Examples Illustration

Society
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



AZ Guide
In the boxes, write words relating to or describing the topic listed below. Put the word in the box with the first letter 

of the word. Try to use as many letters as you can!

Topic: Society

A Association B Belonging C Community

D Democracy E Equality F Family

G Government H Humanity I Identity

J Jurisdiction K Kinship L Laws

M Membership N Nation O Organization

P Public Q Quorum R Roles

S Structure T Tradition U Unity

V Values W Worldview X Xenial

Y Yoked Z Zones



Definition 

a group or system of interconnected 
people or things

Quote
“Around two thousand years ago, Hopewell jumped 
into prominence from its bases in the Midwest, 
establishing a trade network that covered most of 
America… Shell beads from Florida, obsidian from 
the Rocky Mountains, and mica from Tennessee 
found their way to the Northeast.ˮ

Charles Mann, 1491 New Revelations of the 
Americas Before Columbus, 2005.

● Transportation

● Social Media

● Ecosystem

Examples Illustration

Network
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



Anticipatory Guide
In the “Before Lessonˮ column, write an “Aˮ if you agree or a “Dˮ if you disagree with the statement in the 

row. Then, using the “After Lessonˮ Column, reevaluate the statement and write an “Aˮ or a “Dˮ with an 
explanation to reflect your informed opinion.

Before Lesson Statement After Lesson

Answers will 
vary.

Indigenous peoples did not use any forms of 
currency or mediums of exchange.

Disagree: While bartering was common, wampum 
was often used by some Northeaster groups as 
currency.

Answers will 
vary.

The Inka Road of South America was 
significantly longer than Silk Road of Eurasia.

Agree: The Inka Road was roughly 25,000 miles long, 
while the Silk Road was only 4,000 miles long.

Answers will 
vary.

Cultural exchange between Indigenous 
societies were limited because each society 
developed in isolation.

Disagree: There was significant cultural exchanges 
across the entire continent and beyond.

Answers will 
vary.

The horse played an important role in trade 
networks before European colonization of the 
Americas.

Disagree: The horse was introduced by Europeans 
after Columbusʼ arrival.

Answers will 
vary.

Cities, like Cahokia, served as urban hubs for 
trade and cultural exchange.

Agree: Many groups would travel to urban centers to 
exchange goods and ideas.

Answers will 
vary.

The Mississippi River was a central route used 
for trade by Indigenous societies.

Agree: The river helped transport agricultural and 
other products across long distances.



Definition 

the action of speaking or acting on 
behalf of another; the description or 

portrayal of another

Question

How does someone try to become a 
representative in government?

● Elected officials to
their constituents

● Lawyers to their clients

● Athletes and their countries in the 
Olympics

Examples Illustration

Representation
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



Quote Reflection: Answer the following questions.
1. What do you think is the meaning of this quote by Katie Couric?

The quote suggests that media plays a critical role in shaping the norms and 
views of society. It has the power to either reinforce existing structures or drive 
change by challenging them. The role depends on who controls the media.
2. How do you think idea applies to history and the study of the past?

When studying the past, it is important to know who was in control of the 
narrative. The people who control the construction of the past have the ability to 
perpetuate dominant perspectives or highlight underrepresented viewpoints.

“The media can be an instrument of change: it can 
maintain the status quo and reflect the views of the 

society or it can, hopefully, awaken people and change 
minds. I think it depends on whoʼs piloting the plane.ˮ  

- Katie Couric, an American Journalist, quoted in Miss Representation, a documentary that 
examples the contributions of underrepresented powerful women.



Definition 

a widely held, often oversimplified image 
or idea about a person, group, or thing

Question

How do stereotypes develop and 
spread through a society?

● Gen Z is addicted to 
social media

● Older people donʼt know how to 
use technology

● Car salespersons are aggressive 
and manipulative

Examples

It is important to understand how 
stereotypes are formed so we can 
overcome prejudice in society.

Use in a Sentence

Stereotype
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



Source: Pink is for Boys Book Cover, Written by 
Robb Pearlman, Illustrated by Eda Kaban

Quickwrite: In 35 sentences, answer 
the following prompt.

Describe a time when you 
encountered a stereotype. How did it 

make you feel? 

One time in art class, some people thought I 
wouldnʼt be very good because I usually 
focus on sports. When the teacher assigned 
the project, they made comments that made 
me feel self conscious. I didnʼt want to 
attempt the assignment because I was afraid 
of what they would say. Even though I like 
art, I acted like I didnʼt so I wouldnʼt be 
embarrassed if my work wasnʼt very good.



Definition 

the act of teaching someone in a way 
that is incorrect or harmful

Question

How can miseducation be corrected 
and prevented?

● New facts show
previous information 
was incorrect 

● A textbook only shows one 
perspective

● Not every student has equal 
opportunities to learn

Examples Illustration

Miseducation
--------------------------------------------------------

My understanding: 4   3  2  1



NOTICE
What do you see that seems 
interesting or important?
Books are more likely to focus on 
white characters, animals, and/or 
objects than people of color, 
non-Christian religions, persons 
with disabilities, or queer people.

WONDER
What questions do you have about 
this image?
How were books obtained and 
analyzed?
THINK
What do you suppose is going on 
this image?
The CCBC is showing the main 
focus of books published in 2023 to 
show current representation in 
childrenʼs books.

Source: Cooperative Childrenʼs Book Center, 2024


